
THE CRIER
www.stanwoodareafcu.org	 OCTOBER 2024

85th ANNUAL MEETING
Date and Time:	 Saturday, April 5, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.

Location:	 Stanwood Area Federal Credit Union Office • 444 Arona Road, New Stanton, PA 15672

There is one board seat up for election. The seat is for a 3 year term. If interested in being on the board, 
please submit your request along with a resume to the branch: Attn. Nominating Committee, 444 Arona 
Road, New Stanton, PA 15672.

Reminder: To be a voting member you must be the primary owner on the account and 18 years or older.

STAYING SAFE DURING THE HOLIDAYS
The holidays are upon us and for many people this time of year includes sprucing up the home with festive decorations, using the fireplace more frequently, 
running constant errands, and shopping for gifts. With these activities we are exposed to a variety of risks both inside and outside of the home. No matter what 
your holiday plans entail, here are some tips and preventative measures from Nationwide Private Client to help you, your loved ones, home and belongings 
stay safe and protected this season. 
Home decorating
• If buying a tree, make sure to check for freshness before leaving the lot as dry trees are more prone to fire. A fresh tree should have needles that are difficult to bend and/or do not drop when 
the trunk is tapped on the ground.
• If you opt for an artificial tree, it should be tested and labeled as fire resistant.
• Do an annual inspection of all decorations, making sure the wires and bulbs of light strings are not worn or damaged.
• The UL (Underwriters Laboratory) label should be found on all exterior and interior lighting used.
• Use no more than three light sets per single extension cord. Place all cords along the wall to prevent tripping.
• If you plan on hanging any lights outside, inspect strands to ensure they are certified to operate outdoors. Always plug them into a GFCI (ground-fault circuit interrupter) receiver or portable 
GFCI to prevent electrical mishaps.
• Always unplug light strings before going to bed or leaving the house. Consider purchasing lights that are battery-powered and equipped with an automatic timer.
Candle & fireplace safety
• Be careful when placing candles on a fireplace mantle as wreaths, artwork, and other flammable decorations are often placed near this area.
• Never leave children unattended in a room with burning candles.
• Do not use old or leftover wrapping paper as kindling since it could start a flash fire as it burns very quickly and intensely. The metallic material found in certain types of wrapping paper can be 
a toxin.
• Remove hanging stockings from your fireplace mantle when lighting a fire.
• If your fireplace does not have one built in, purchase a fireplace safety screen to help prevent injury. 
Shopping & theft prevention
• Parking lots are the scene of many accidents and injuries during the holidays. Defensive driving is a must when hunting down the perfect spot. If possible, map out your route beforehand and 
park as close as possible to the last store you plan on visiting.
• Consider bringing reusable bags to the mall with you for your purchases. These are more durable than the standard ones given out by stores, and help prevent thieves from gaining insight into 
where you have shopped and what you may have purchased.
• Shop with a friend whenever you can as thieves target those who are alone. If you are by yourself, consider asking a store employee to help you carry larger goods to your car.
• Keep purchased goods in the trunk to help deter a potential break-in, especially if you will not be going straight home.
• Once home, draw curtains and shut blinds in all rooms where purchased goods or wrapped presents are on display.
• Keep all windows and doors locked whether you are away or home. Ensure that all home alarm systems are turned on at all hours of the day.
• If shopping online, always use a secure web server when entering in any financial or personal information. There should be an image of a locked padlock at the bottom of the site window, or 
“https” found in the URL address. Update all devices used to the newest software available and regularly run antivirus scans.
• Avoid clicking on enticing ads that pop up on web pages you are visiting. They may not be from a reputable source, and opening them can potentially allow others to compromise your computer.
• Credit cards are preferable to debit or checking accounts when paying online as they have more favorable fraud protection policies. Make sure you always print or save copies of receipts and 
confirmations in case the desired product is not delivered. Check your statements regularly for any signs of fraud as it is more common during the holidays.
• Always require a signature or authorized recipient on packages that are scheduled to be delivered to your home to help prevent thieves from stealing unattended items.
We offer this information to assist you in making decisions that can help mitigate your risk. While we cannot address every possible scenario or guarantee these tips will work for you, our goal is 
to support your efforts to protect yourself and your family.
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HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
The Credit Union Office will be closed 
on the following holidays:

October 14, 2024.................................... Columbus Day

November 11, 2024...................................Veterans Day

November 28, 2024...........................Thanksgiving Day

November 29, 2024..................Day After Thanksgiving
Open 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

December 24, 2024.................................Christmas Eve
Open 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

December 25, 2024................................ Christmas Day

January 1, 2024..................................... New Years Day

2024 CHRISTMAS CLUB
If you have a Christmas Club Account, your balance will be 
automatically transferred into your Regular Share Savings 
account on October 30, 2024 for your convenience. You 
can request a check or withdraw funds as of 
that date. If you prefer to keep your current 
Christmas Club money on deposit, please call 
the Credit Union at (724) 925-9505.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

The Board of  Directors, Supervisory Committee
and Staff  of  your credit union wish all of  our
members and their families a safe and happy Holiday Season.

Idlewild’s HALLOWBOO – Kennywood’s PHANTOM 
FALL FEST and HOLIDAY LIGHTS - discount tickets 

available through your credit union’s website.

2 THINGS YOUR CREDIT 
UNION WILL NEVER DO

There are lots of things we’ll do as your credit union, 
like chat with you about the difference between 
home equity loans and lines of credit, and learn 
your long-term plans for your family. 

But there are also lots of things we don’t do. Here 
are two of them: 

#1 - We will never send you a text that asks you to 
confirm a transaction by clicking on a link. 

#2 - We will never contact you and ask for account 
passwords or verification information .

Fraudsters work hard to trick you into providing 
confidential information, and it’s always good 
to remember that you are in control of what 
information you provide. If you have any questions, 
please contact us at 724-925-9505. 


